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A glance at: 

 The Bratislava Summit 

On the 16th of September, the 27 Heads of State and Government met in Bratislava to 
discuss the future of the European Union (EU), the Roadmap indicating the agenda in 
discussion is provided below, as are President Tusk’s remarks on the Summit. The 
European United Left/Nordic Green Left Parliamentary Group expressed its 
disappointment in the lack of decisive action coming out of the Summit, the Socialists 
& Democrats call for action from the European Council in support of what has been 
said during the latter, the Greens call for collaboration amongst European leaders. 
Following the Summit, the Visegrad countries made a joint Statement underlining 
several key changes the EU should undertake and that the countries focus on 
promoting. Striking amongst the proposals is the “flexible solidarity” concerning 
migration, that would enable member States to decide themselves the kind and level 
of commitment to adopt, based on their experience and potential. This new tool 
seems to have received quite a positive response by Germany and other western 
nations.  

Links: 
o Bratislava declaration and Roadmap 

o President Tusk’s remarks on the Summit 

o GUENGL: Bratislava Summit fails to provide a viable vision for Europe 

o S&D: we need to see if EU council can turn words into action 

o GREENS: european leaders must show they are willing and able to work together 

o V4 joint statement  

o Flexible solidarity becomes new tool in response to refugee crisis 

 

 The UNGA 71 and Side Events 

13/09 marked the opening of the 71st Regular Session of the United Nations General 
Assembly (UNGA 71). The list of the high-level meetings that took place during this 
session is included below, the first of which was the Summit for Refugees and 
Migrants (19/09) with the aim of bringing countries together to achieve a more 
coordinated approach. Both President Tusk’s remarks and address to the latter, 
where he assured the EU’s unity and resolution in tackling the problem are enclosed 
below. The same message was sent by the President in occasion of the leaders’ 
summit on the global refugee crisis, organized by President Obama on the margins of 
the UNGA 71. A similar remark underlining the EU’s commitment to finding a solution 
through shared responsibility and cooperation in external action was expressed by 
the High-Representative Federica Mogherini at a side event on migrants and 
refugees. On the occasion of the UNGA 71, Slovak Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Miroslav Lajčák illustrated the concept of “flexible solidarity” by announcing 
that Slovakia will offer 550 state scholarships to young people, but it will not grant 
them asylum.  

 

 

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2016/09/16-bratislava-declaration-and-roadmap/
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2016/09/16-tusk-final-remarks-bratislava/
http://www.guengl.eu/news/article/gue-ngl-news/bratislava-summit-eu-leaders-fail-to-provide-a-viable-vision-for-europe
http://www.socialistsanddemocrats.eu/newsroom/pittella-we-need-see-now-if-eu-council-can-turn-words-action
http://www.greens-efa.eu/informal-summit-in-bratislava-15984.html
https://www.vlada.cz/en/media-centrum/aktualne/joint-statement-of-the-heads-of-governments-of-the-v4-countries--bratislava--16-september-2016-148913/
http://www.euractiv.com/section/justice-home-affairs/news/flexible-solidarity-becomes-new-tool-in-response-to-refugee-crisis/
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Links: 
o UNGA 71 meetings 
o President Tusk’s Remarks (UNGA); President Tusk’s address at the UNGA 71 
o President Tusk’s Remarks (leaders’ summit) 
o High-representative Mogherini’s Remarks 
o Flexible Solidarity: Slovakia gives 550 scholarships to refugees 

 

 The European Parliament’s next plenary session: 3-6 October 2016, 
Strasbourg 

Links: 
o 3-6 October Plenary session 

 

 

Monitored Policy Areas: 

1. Security and Foreign Policy 

 News 

Following the Bratislava Summit, France (closely followed by Germany) leads the 
campaign in support of a European Union (EU) Defence Union and, in particular, the 
creation of a military headquarters. Also the Liberals and Democrats Group (ALDE) 
and the European Defence Agency (EDA) promote the latter, both calling on leaders 
to support the project. On the other hand, the British defence minister Michael Fallon 
has said UK would veto the creation of EU military capabilities so long as it remains a 
member of the bloc. In the meantime, an informal meeting of the EU Defence 
Ministers along with NATO Secretary General, Jens Stoltenberg, took place in 
Bratislava on 27/09. In this occasion, the High Representative discussed the future 
steps of the European Defence Union and the forwarding of the collaboration 
between the EU and NATO with all 28 EU members, UK included.  

A Summit to discuss Migration along the Balkan Route was organized on the 24/09, 
featuring the Heads of Government of Austria, Albania, Bulgaria, Germany, Greece, 
Croatia, FYROM, Serbia, Slovenia, Hungary, the President of the European Council, 
the European Commissioner for Migration and the Interior Minister of Romania. 
Hungary proposed that Europe set up a refugee city on the coast of Libya where 
asylum requests from African refugees could be processed. President Tusk’s remarks, 
stating that “the Western Balkan route of irregular migration is closed for good” are 
enclosed below.  

Following President Schulz’s visit to London and meeting with Prime Minister Theresa 
May, the leader of the opposition Jeremy Corbyn and the Mayor of London Sadiq 
Khan, the President gave a lecture at the European Institute of the London School of 

http://www.un.org/en/ga/71/meetings/
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2016/09/19-tusk-speech-at-un-summit-for-refugees-and-migrants/?utm_source=dsms-auto&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Speech+by+President+Donald+Tusk+at+the+UN+summit+for+refugees+and+migrants
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2016/09/21-tusk-speech-unga/?utm_source=dsms-auto&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Address+by+President+Donald+Tusk+at+the+71st+United+Nations+General+Assembly
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2016/09/20-tusk-remarks-leaders-summit-refugee-crisis/?utm_source=dsms-auto&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Remarks+by+President+Donald+Tusk+at+the+leaders%E2%80%99+summit+on+the+global+refugee+crisis
http://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-homepage/10282/remarks-by-high-representativevice-president-federica-mogherini-at-a-side-event-large-movements-of-refugees-and-migrants-global-challenge-regional-responses-comprehensive-strategy_en
http://www.euractiv.com/section/justice-home-affairs/news/flexible-solidarity-slovakia-gives-550-scholarships-to-refugees/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/plenary/2016-10-03
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Economics (23/09) on the future relation between the EU, assuring that the two would 
“part ways but to stay close, working together”. 

 

Links: 

For the European Defence Union: 
 France leading the campaign for EU military HQ 
 ALDE Leader calls on leaders to support Defence Union proposal 
 EDA Chief executive calls for action to boost defence industry and R&T 

Against the European Defence Union: 
 UK to veto EU ‘defence union’ 

 
o Remarks by the High Representative at a joint doorstep with NATO Secretary General 
o Remarks by the High Representative at a joint press conference with Slovak Minister of 

Defence 
o https://www.bka.gv.at/DocView.axd?CobId=63785 (Vienna Summit on migration programme)  
o Balkan route leaders meet in Vienna to tackle migration crisis 
o President Tusk’s remarks on Vienna Summit on migration along the Balkan Route 
o The EU and the UK- parting ways but working together 

 

 Legislative Developments 
 

The European Commission (EC) announces emergency funding to Bulgaria to 

support its border and migration management, the total amount would add up to €108 

million (16/09).  

The European Council, by common accord of the EC President, appointed Julian 

King as new commissioner for Security Union (19/9).  

The European Council has adopted a legal framework that will render it possible for 

the EU to apply sanctions autonomously to ISIL/Da'esh and Al-Qaida (20/09).  

 

Links: 
o http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-16-3088_en.htm  
o Appointment Security union commissioner 
o Legal framework for sanctions to ISIL/Da’esh and Al-Qaida 

 

 Publications 
 

The European Parliament think tank published a study on the Common Security and 

Defence Policy which assesses its rapid developments throughout the years and the 

increasing importance of the latter in the wake of the Security developments and 

subsequent calls from the Member States of a greater EU role in providing Security. 

The same think tank produced a note offering links to commentaries, studies and 

reports of major international think tanks on the topic of “the EU and the Western 

Balkans”, focusing in particular on EU enlargement and the migration issues in the 

region (26/09). 

 

 

http://www.euractiv.com/section/global-europe/news/france-leading-the-campaign-for-eu-military-hq/
http://www.alde.eu/nc/press/press-and-release-news/press-release/article/bratislava-eu-leaders-should-reinvent-europe-guy-verhofstadt-alde-leader-calls-on-leader/
https://www.eda.europa.eu/info-hub/press-centre/latest-news/2016/09/23/eda-chief-executive-calls-for-action-to-boost-defence-industry-and-r-t
https://euobserver.com/institutional/135134
https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-homepage/10560/remarks-by-the-high-representativevice-president-federica-mogherini-at-a-joint-doorstep-with-nato-secretary-general-jens-stoltenberg-at-the-informal-eu-defence-ministers-meeting--_en
https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-homepage/10639/remarks-by-the-high-representativevice-president-federica-mogherini-at-the-joint-press-conference-with-peter-gajdo-minister-of-defence-of-slovakia-at-the-informal-eu-defence-ministers-meeting_
https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-homepage/10639/remarks-by-the-high-representativevice-president-federica-mogherini-at-the-joint-press-conference-with-peter-gajdo-minister-of-defence-of-slovakia-at-the-informal-eu-defence-ministers-meeting_
https://www.bka.gv.at/DocView.axd?CobId=63785
http://www.euronews.com/2016/09/24/balkan-route-leaders-meet-in-vienna-to-tackle-migration-crisis
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2016/09/24-tusk-remarks-before-summit-vienna/?utm_source=dsms-auto&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Remarks+by+President+Donald+Tusk+before+the+summit+on+migration+along+the+Balkan+route
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/the-president/en/press-room/the-eu-and-the-uk-%E2%80%93-parting-ways-but-working-together-speech-at-the-european-institute-of-the-london-school-of-economics
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2016/09/19-julian-king-new-commissioner-for-security-union/?utm_source=dsms-auto&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Julian+King+appointed+new+commissioner+for+security+union
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2016/09/19-julian-king-new-commissioner-for-security-union/?utm_source=dsms-auto&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Julian+King+appointed+new+commissioner+for+security+union
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2016/09/19-julian-king-new-commissioner-for-security-union/?utm_source=dsms-auto&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Julian+King+appointed+new+commissioner+for+security+union
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2016/09/20-isil-daesh-al-qaida/?utm_source=dsms-auto&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Fight+against+terrorism%3a+EU+strengthens+its+legal+arsenal+against+ISIL%2fDa%27esh+and+Al-Qaida
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Links: 
o Common Security and Defence Policy 
o The EU and Western Balkans  

 

 Events coming up: 
 
Wednesday, 6/10: Extraordinary meeting of the Committee on Foreign Affairs; Draft 
Agenda 
 
 
 

2. Economic Issues 

 News 

The President of the European Central Bank Mario Draghi spoke to the Economic 

and Monetary Affairs Committee members on Monday (26/09) about EU economy 

following UK Brexit, stating that the euro area economy showed resilience to global 

and political uncertainty, although the recovery is expected to continue at a slower 

pace than the one predicted in June. 

On Monday (26/09) the European Commission Vice-President for Energy Union 

Maroš Šefčovič was in Bratislava to sign a deal between the European Investment 

Fund and ČSOB bank that will provide EUR 135 million in new loans to small and 

medium sized companies in Slovakia. Under the first deal, a COSME guarantee will 

allow ČSOB to provide EUR 100 million of loans to more than 5,800 small enterprises 

in Slovakia over the next 3 years.  
 

Links: 
o Euro Area economy showed resilience after UK referendum  
o First EFSI deals in Slovakia as EIF and CSOB agree €135 million support for Slovak SMEs 
o First COSME guarantee agreement in Slovakia: €100 million for SMEs   

 

 Publications 

The Bruegel think tank has published a study on the causes of the decline of yields 

on European sovereign bonds, which have reached an all-time low in 2016. The 

same phenomenon is not only characteristic of the euro area, but has also been 

observed in the United States, the United Kingdom, Switzerland and Japan (26/09). 
 

Links: 
o Low long-term rates: bond bubble or symptom of secular stagnation? 

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2013/060102/04A_FT(2013)060102_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2016/589793/EPRS_ATA(2016)589793_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=COMPARL&reference=AFET-OJ-20161006-1&format=XML&language=EN&secondRef=01
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=COMPARL&reference=AFET-OJ-20161006-1&format=XML&language=EN&secondRef=01
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/20160926IPR44087/euro-area-economy-showed-resilience-after-uk-referendum-mario-draghi-tells-meps
http://www.eif.org/what_we_do/guarantees/news/2016/efsi_innovfin_cosme_csob.htm?cid=em_ASPmail_NLSept16_na_en
http://ec.europa.eu/growth/tools-databases/newsroom/cf/itemdetail.cfm?item_id=8942&lang=en
http://bruegel.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/PC_15_16.pdf
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 Events coming up: 
 
Monday, 3/10: Extraordinary joint meeting of the Committee on Regional 
Development and the Committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs; Draft agenda  
Wednesday, 12/10 and Thursday, 13/10: Meetings of the Committee on Budgetary 
Control; http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/cont/home.html  
Wednesday, 12/10 and Thursday 13/10: Meetings of the Committee on International 
Trade; http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/inta/home.html  

 
 
 

3. Energy Issues 

 News 

The European Parliament is pressing for the Paris climate agreement (COP21) to be 

ratified by the EU as soon as possible: The first step is a vote by the environment 

committee followed by a vote during the plenary session on 3-6 October for the final 

confirmation. A timely EU ratification would send a strong signal and highlight the 

leadership of the EU and its member states and their continuing efforts to address 

climate change at an international level, states the environment Committee chair 

Giovanni La Via. 
 

Links: 
o Paris Climate Agreement: “we are working to secure a swift entry into force” 

 Publications 

The European Council published the consolidated and updated version of the Treaty 

establishing the European Atomic Agency Community (23/09). 

The European Parliament think tank produced a note on the EU environmental 

policies, enclosing links to all major international think tanks’ commentaries, studies 

and reports on the subject (20/09). 
 

Links: 
o EURATOM Treaty  
o EU environmental policies_ what think tanks are thinking 

 

 Events coming up: 

Wednesday, 12/10 and Thursday ,13/10: meetings of the Committee on Industry, 

Research and Energy; http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/itre/home.html   

 
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=COMPARL&reference=REGI-OJ-20161003-1&format=XML&language=EN&secondRef=01
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/cont/home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/inta/home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/20160926STO44015/paris-climate-agreement-%E2%80%9Cwe-are-working-to-secure-a-swift-entry-into-force%E2%80%9D
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/documents-publications/publications/2016/euratom-treaty/?utm_source=dsms-auto&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=The+Euratom+Treaty+-+consolidated+version
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2016/589757/EPRS_ATA(2016)589757_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/itre/home.html
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4. Digital Agenda 

 News 

MEPs negotiated the terms of the safeguards regarding roaming charges, the main 

concern of companies being that consumers would buy SIM cards in the country with 

the lowest charges, if limitless time and volume of roaming were imposed. The 

Commission aims to adopt the final rules by 15 December so that it is still in time for 

the end of roaming charges on 15 June 2017 (27/09). 

More than 750 European researchers, investors and policy makers gathered in 

Bratislava (28-29/09) to discuss the creation of a Digital Single Market in the EU. 

During the latter, the Scaleup Manifesto was presented to Commissioner Oettinger by 

the European Community in response to the recent challenge issued by the 

Commissioner to stakeholders in March 2016 to inform him on what could be better 

done to help start-ups scale up in Europe. The Digital Champions (ambassadors for 

the Digital Agenda, appointed by their Members States) issued a statement during the 

assembly, declaring that they will “strive to help every European citizen and business 

to reap the full benefits from the innovative, efficient and inclusive digital Europe”. 
 

Links: 
o MEPS negotiate safeguards to prevent abuse  
o Digital assembly in Bratislava 
o Launch of the Scaleup Manifesto 
o Digital Champions Bratislava statement on eGovernment 

 

 Legislative developments 

The European Commission launched two sets of calls for proposals of Connecting 

Europe Facility (CEF) endowed with more than €28 million (20/09). The following day 

(21/09), the EC discussed on a revised draft of the rules to avoid abuses of the end of 

roaming charges set for June 2017, providing a solid safeguard mechanism against 

abuses without limiting the use of mobile devices abroad in terms of timing or volume, 

which the EC has agreed should remain limitless. Said draft rules, published the 

26/09 are enclosed below. The latter will then be examined by the Members States 

and BEREC (Body of European Regulators in Electronic Communications) for 

feedback.  
 

Links: 
o European commission’s calls for proposals 
o http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-16-3111_en.htm   
o https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/news/roaming-fair-use-rules-commission-services-

submit-draft (draft rules) 
 
 
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/20160926STO44013/end-of-roaming-meps-negotiate-safeguards-to-prevent-abuse
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_AGENDA-16-3172_en.htm?newsletter_id=1&utm_source=dae_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=DSM%20Newsroom&utm_content=Wednesday%2028%20-%20Thursday%2029%20September:%20Digital%20Assembly%20in%20Bratislava&utm_term=Di
https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/news/launch-scaleup-manifesto-digital-assembly-2016
https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/news/digital-champions-bratislava-statement-egovernment
https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/news/connecting-europe-facility-cef-telecom-over-eu28-million-foster-european-digital-service
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-16-3111_en.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/news/roaming-fair-use-rules-commission-services-submit-draft
https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/news/roaming-fair-use-rules-commission-services-submit-draft
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 Publications 

The European Parliament released a briefing on Big Data and the challenges it is 

facing in the EU institutions, amongst which are the related privacy issues it entails, 

'data ownership' principles that determine who shares in the rights associated with big 

data, data localisation requirements that may unjustifiably interfere with the 'free flow 

of data', labour shortages of skilled data workers and data-aware managers, and the 

risk of marginalising those who do not make extensive use of information and 

communication technologies. 
 

Links: 
o Big Data and data analytics  

 
 
 

5. EU Funding 

 News 

Call for Proposals for a Pilot Project for developing the use of new technologies and 

digital tools in education 
 

Links: 
o https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/news/call-proposals-pilot-project-developing-use-

new-technologies-and-digital-tools-education 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2016/589801/EPRS_BRI(2016)589801_EN.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/news/call-proposals-pilot-project-developing-use-new-technologies-and-digital-tools-education
https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/news/call-proposals-pilot-project-developing-use-new-technologies-and-digital-tools-education

