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About EUROPEUM 

EUROPEUM Institute for European Policy is a non-profit, non-partisan, and 

independent think-tank focusing on European integration and cohesion. 

EUROPEUM contributes to democracy, security, stability, freedom, and solidarity 

across Europe as well as to active engagement of the Czech Republic in the 

European Union. EUROPEUM undertakes original research, organizes public 

events and educational activities, and formulates new ideas and 

recommendations to improve European and Czech policy making. 
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During the final debate in the EU-Pacific talks, our speakers Shihoko Goto, 

Director for Geoeconomics and Indo-Pacific Enterprise and Deputy Director, 

Asia Program, Wilson Center; Marie Jelínková, Institute of Sociological 

Studies, Charles University in Prague; Yu Korekawa, Director, Department of 

International Research and Cooperation, National Institute of Population 

and Social Security Research; Vít Novotný, Senior Research Officer, Wilfried 

Martens Centre for European Studies discussed how the Ukrainian war will 

change the patterns of migration in Europe and Japan.  

The migration, integration, and concept of the welfare state is a contested topic 

from a European perspective. It is good to know that migration has been always 

part of the international community and human history. Looking at history, the 

absolute number f migrants is less than in the 1960s, as Marie Jelínková 

emphasized.  

Nevertheless, European states have gained such a long experience of human 

relocations to know at least what kind of cohabitation with the migrants could 

work or not work. After experiencing that the French assimilation policies were not 

effective, the German case whose aim was to segregate the Turkish migrants in 

Germany was also problematic. The third example, the so-called British 

multiculturalism seemed to be effective, however, under the surface, it also 

reached its limits sooner than later. These diverse experiences lead Europe to 

learn from the past to manage cohabitation with the migrants. These paved the 

way for better methods of enabling the active participation of migrants in order to 

integrate them in the future.  

According to Marie Jelínková, the question, therefore, is mainly related to whether 

Europe will transfer knowledge into effective use of the practice, which became 

the most relevant question In the case of the Ukrainian war. Furthermore, it is also 

important to emphasize that developed countries have something in common as 
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European countries tend to be interested in well-skilled and qualified migrants. As 

it was confirmed by Yu Korekawa, this pattern is similar in the case of Japan as 

well.  

The problems could appear due to two different tendencies. It could either be due 

to the tendency that non-qualified workers to arrive from the origin countries and 

thus the hosting country has to deal with their working training or the lacking 

capacities of the state. The first phenomenon has been the pattern so far, however 

in the case of Ukraine Europe has to face the latter one in these years. In fact, as a 

result of the war in Ukraine, more than 35 % of the migrants who arrived in Europe 

are well-qualified, however, only 2 % of them could work in well-qualified jobs. 

Otherwise, the European states cannot use their knowledge and qualifications.  

Vít Novotný mentioned that it would be also beneficial to look at the speed of the 

absorption and accommodation of the integration process in the case of the 

European models. It could also be possible that not only the way of integration but 

the time frame of the acceptance is a matter of unsuccessful integration. Yu 

Korekawa agreed with his point about Europe and Japan needing more controlled 

and legal migration due to far too large migration and failures in capacity-building 

processes. Controlled migration flows would be the best solution for absorbing 

capacity in our societies to handle mass migration.   

The speakers all agreed that demography and migration are connected migration 

itself is also one of the potential solutions for fighting against the aging population 

and the low fertility rate in both the European and Japanese populations, as well. 

As Shihoko Goto mentioned, the two tendencies are going hand in hand in the 

case of Europe and Japan, but on the contrary, in the South-Pacific, Latin America, 

and Arica the population is rather dynamic and much younger. However, the 

phenomenon is not unique, it is a global tendency that affects societies as they are 

losing their ability to renew themselves worldwide as Vít Novotný hinted it. This is 
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also something that Japan has been already experiencing for a long time, earlier 

than other countries.  

On the other hand, the picture is more complex in the case of Europe since not 

every European county is experiencing such a population decrease, but on the 

contrary, they face population increase, therefore Europe cannot have a united 

willingness to adapt to the migration as a solution in this particular area 

heightened by Marie Jelínková. Therefore the migration itself is not mainly 

connected to population decrease in the case of Europe but appears as a highly 

politicized and securitized field consisting of questions about refugees, the labor 

market, and as a result the common policies.   

As Yu Korekawa highlighted the prospect of Japan, the total immigrant population 

will replace the aging and decreasing society by 2040, meaning that the total 

migrant population will count 6,5 % instead of the current, 2,6 % projecting Japan 

to be the 6th biggest country that hosts a large proportion of immigrants. The 

biggest difference between Japan and European countries is that Japan mainly 

hosts labor migrants, while Europe is rather a destination for refugees and asylum 

seekers.  

Dealing with migrant communities is challenging for Japan and Europe thus 

bringing many political and economic issues to the table including decreased 

competitiveness, and regional and global security concerns. Therefore it’s really 

important either for Japan or for Europe itself how they perceive migration as a 

solution or at least address the issues. In Japan’s case, the migration could be a 

border problem looking at the migration tendencies of South Asia or rather a prior 

fiscal solution for the low birth rate. All of the speakers think that technological 

developments and migration itself could be solutions for the demographic 

changes both in Japanese and European populations.  

 


