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The expert panel discussion titled “European Foreign Policy towards Eastern Europe: Future of Eastern
Partnership beyond 2020” was organised by the Think Visegrad - V4 Think Tank Platform (represented by
EUROPEUM Institute for European Policy) together with the Permanent Representation of the Czech
Republic to the European Union and Association for International Affairs (AMO). The event was organised
to mark the 10th anniversary since the Eastern Partnership policy has been launched and reflect on
recently closed public consultation on the future of the Eastern Partnership beyond 2020.
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The event was opened by H.E. Tomáš Szunyog
who warmly welcomed the participants on behalf of the
hosting organisation. The opening keynote speech was
delivered by Ms Katariná Mathernová . She noted that
since the history of Eastern Partnership started ten years
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Following up with assessing the success of the Eastern

Mr Devigne noted that a greater differentiation is needed

Partnership, she called for a continuing focus on the region

among the 6 partner states.

from the EU leaders. Ms Mathernová stressed that Eastern
Partnership should deliver for people in the region,
mentioning investments into connectivity as an example.
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project countries, but also in the EU Member States - better

relationship with the respective countries are measured only
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to the lack of vision he currently sees in the Eastern

and the Member States to ÉaP countries should not be
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labelled as international help, but rather carry the EU label.
Mr Luc Devigne took on requirements for a successful
future of the Eastern Partnership project and stressed that
it should not turn into a conflict resolution mechanism. In
the long-run, the Eastern Partnership cannot be successful
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Mr Kurfürst closed the event by thanking the
organizers and all participants and expressed his hope that
the Eastern Partnership will find its way to the top of the EU
agenda.

if in the respective countries are ruled by oligarchs. Lastly,
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