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Fitting Ukraine’s argument against joining the EU into the anti-migration 

argument, he also contrasts the safety of Hungary without immigrants (unlike 

western European states) with a mafia-infested image of Ukraine. Taking this 

argument even further, he also presents an unverified number and points to a fact 

that can hardly be quantified, stating that 80% of criminal groups in Hungary are 

Ukrainian and continuing:16  

“So they’re operating in a Ukrainian context, they’re Ukrainians, and 
they’re based in Ukraine. [...] It’s not just the traditional forms of mafia 
that operate over there, but they’re sophisticated, clever, and can build 
mafia-like networks using modern technology. Ukraine is a dangerous 
country.”17   
!

Since 2022, Viktor Orbán has frequently expressed his opposition to Ukraine 

joining the EU, arguing that such a move would directly bring war into the EU. 

Portraying himself and his party as the preservers of the ultimate value of “peace”, 

Orbán’s communication team puts considerable efforts into presenting Ukraine’s 

EU accession as an event pushed by Brussels imminently and almost 

instantaneously. By creating a narrative where the timelines of various stages of 

the accession process (from starting negotiations, through candidacy status up to 

full membership) are pushed onto each other and overlap as one, his rhetoric 

creates the illusion that accepting Ukraine in its current condition into the 

European Union will happen almost immediately, thus bringing the war directly 

into the EU with all of its consequences. 

 “We do not want our children to be sent to the Ukrainian 
fronts or even to Ukrainian territory in the form of 
Hungarian troops.”18  
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