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Ukraine stands at a historic crossroads — one that will determine not only its
survival as a sovereign state but also the future of Europe’s entire security and
political architecture. Failure to establish firm and lasting security guarantees
for Ukraine would not only weaken Kyiv; it would mark a strategic failure for the
West and set a dangerous precedent for further revisionist aggression. While
NATO plays a crucial role in supporting Ukraine’s defense, it also possesses the
tools to reshape the dynamics of the conflict — from deploying training teams
and supporting the defense industry to adopting a systematic strategy to
strengthen Kyiv’s defense capacities. However, ensuring lasting peace and
stability requires more than NATO’s involvement alone. 

The European Union must also be active on this front — by offering its own
vision, political courage, and long-term commitment. As demonstrated by
President Macron’s February 2024 proposal to deploy European troops to
Ukraine — initially met with skepticism — the idea is returning to the table
amidst a collapsing front line, ambiguous U.S. positions, and growing
geopolitical uncertainty. These evolving conditions are compelling European
leaders to rethink their security posture and consider bolder options to deter
further escalation. 

Ukraine has now become the centerpiece of Europe’s strategic interest. Its
post-war future will have a profound impact on the continent’s security,
political, and economic architecture. The country faces a historic opportunity —
post-war recovery is inextricably linked to its future integration into the
European Union. This process, however, will be neither automatic nor simple.
On the contrary, it presents a wide range of specific challenges that must be
addressed in real time — from massive damage to infrastructure and public
services to complex reforms in public administration, rule of law, and
agricultural policy. 

ABOUT THE ROUNDTABLE:



The European Union has a unique opportunity to prove it can not only respond to
crises but strategically shape its own future. And that future begins in Kyiv. At the
same time, Ukraine is not merely a recipient of aid. Quite the opposite — it brings
with it a wealth of experience, innovation, and resilience that can meaningfully
enrich the European Union. 

The discussion aims to offer a fresh perspective on Ukraine as a future EU
member — not as a passive recipient of reforms, but as an active partner that has
demonstrated an extraordinary ability to survive, adapt, and innovate under
extreme conditions. Ukraine’s experience with hybrid warfare, grassroots state
defense, and technological innovation — offers valuable lessons learned for all of
NATO. 

Beyond defense, Ukraine also has much to offer in areas such as energy, digital
transformation, agriculture, and the labor market. With the right framework in
place, Ukraine’s integration could strengthen the Union’s position in global
markets while paving the way for a more resilient, forward-looking, and united
Europe.

Can Europe provide Ukraine with credible and lasting security guarantees in
the absence of NATO membership?
Will the EU develop the political will and institutional tools to become a true
security actor in its neighbourhood?
How can Ukraine’s integration into the EU strengthen European strategic
autonomy and resilience?
What lessons can Europe learn from Ukraine’s experience with hybrid warfare
and societal resistance?
Can Ukraine’s reconstruction become a catalyst for innovation, reform, and
economic transformation across the EU?


