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About EUROPEUM

EUROPEUM Institute for European Policy is a non-profit, non-partisan, and
independent think-tank focusing on European integration and cohesion.
EUROPEUM contributes to democracy, security, stability, freedom, and solidarity
across Europe as well as to active engagement of the Czech Republic in the
European Union. EUROPEUM undertakes original research, organizes public
events and educational activities, and formulates new ideas and

recommendations to improve European and Czech policy making.
Contact

Web: europeum.org

Address: Staroméstské namésti 4/1, 110 00, Prague 1
Tel.: +420 212 246 552

E-mail: europeum@europeum.org
Brussels Office: Avenue de Broqueville 40, 1200 Woluwe-Saint-Lambert, Brussels,
Belgium

Tel: +32 472 84 18 45

E-mail: brussels@europeum.org
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In July 2023, the Institute for European Policy EUROPEUM organized its 20th
edition of the European Summer School in Prague. This year's jubilee edition
programme focused on the complexities of climate change and the EU’s approach
and solutions towards this ever-growing issue, entailing climate change’s political,

economic, security, and social aspects.

This year the programme welcomed 21 students from all around the world. During
the 8-day intensive summer school, our participants participated in six lectures,
four excursions with additional lectures on-site, and three practical workshops.
Moreover, our students had the opportunity to participate in various leisure, sport,

and cultural free-time activities each day of the programme.

The academic programme commenced Monday morning with a lecture led by
KatefFina Kolouchova, a climate analyst from the Facts on Climate initiative, which
focused on the EU's past, present, and future energy and climate policies. An
afternoon lecture followed up this class on climate justice and just transition and
the theoretical and practical aspects of these concepts led by Tomas Jungwirth
Brezovsky, Head of the Climate Team at the Association for International Affairs
in Prague. Lastly, our participants had the unique opportunity to visit the EU
Agency for the Space Programme and discuss EUSPA's digital solutions aimed at
tracking climate change, such as the Copernicus programme, developed and

managed by the Agency ‘staff.

Tuesday morning started with a lecture on climate change and its relation to future
migration patterns led by Markéta Votoupalova, expert and Assistant Professor
at the University of Economics and Business in Prague. After this, our participants
spent the afternoon with Michal Hruby, an economist at the International
Sustainable and Finance Centre, and learned more about the EU energy market

development and the effect of various energy resources on our climate.



Wednesday morning began with a private excursion at the Office of the
Government of the Czech Republic, continued by a sit-down lecture on the
premises of the Office of the Government. This confidential discussion with
several government officers focused on the Czech communication strategies on
the EU towards the general public and an introduction to the EU affairs
department of the Office of the Government, including insights into their daily
work and current challenges. In the afternoon, our students transferred to the
premises of the Chamber of Deputies of the Czech Republic for the second
excursion of the day, followed by a private sit-down discussion with MP Klara
Kocmanova about the Czech perspectives on climate change and the current
challenges and possible solutions. Lastly, our participants completed a fast fashion

workshop led by Karolina Holubova, fashion and photography professional.

Thursday morning was dedicated to the fourth excursion of the academic
programme at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic. Our
participants had the opportunity to enter the historical parts of the building and
take part in a lecture on climate change's presence in diplomacy organized and
taught by Bronislava Tomasova, the Chair of the Ministry Climate Working Group.
In the afternoon, our students engaged in a class on the resilience of cities and
urban spaces in times of climate change, lectured by Katarina Svitkova, Associate

Research Fellow at EUROPEUM.

Friday, the last day of the academic programme, started with an intensive
workshop tutored by Lucie Martincova, Senior Consultant at PwC. During this
time, our students had the chance to learn more about the ESG framework and
develop their own ESG strategies for organizations and public institutions. The
programme continued in the afternoon with the honorary guest of the European
Summer School, Member of the European Parliament Mikulad$ Peksa, whose
work and lecture addressed the European Parliament’s current climate-related

legislative initiatives and the EP’s positions within the EU’s effort to fight climate
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change. Lastly, our participants had the chance to attend a dual workshop, where
the first part focused on detangling the perspectives of the Czech general public
towards euroscepticism, led by Vit Havelka, Senior Research Fellow at
EUROPEUM. In contrast, the second part introduced the European perspective on
the same issue, organized and lectured by JindFich Pietras and Irena Kubaskova,

the staff of the European Parliament Liaison Office in the Czech Republic.

The European Summer School in Prague 2023 was organized under the auspices
of the European Parliament Liaison Office in the Czech Republic, the Office of the
Government of the Czech Republic, the Ministry of Environment of the Czech
Republic, and in cooperation with the Faculty of Social Sciences of Charles
University. By this, we are expressing our sincere gratitude to our general partners

for supporting this project.

For more information on this European Summer School or its future editions, visit

www.essprague.eu or www.europeum.org.
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